
QLORADO
SPRINGS

OLYMPIC CITY USA

Present Fire Board of Appeals Board Members (5):
David Hewett, Chair
Ron Honn, Vice Chair
Jannic Ekornes
Laurie Olson
Mike Riggs

Not Present (1):
Vince Collarelli

Vacant Position (1):

Present Fire Board of Appeals Secretaries:
Kris Coper, Deputy Fire Marshal (DFM)

Additional Attendee(s):
Hannah Smith, Administrative Assistant Senior
Mellisa Wutzke, Administrative Assistant Senior
Sarah Dacosta, Administrative Assistant II
Richard Valdez, Captain/Deputy Fire Marshal
Mark Trudell, Captain/Deputy Fire Marshal
Ashley Whitworth, Program Administrator
Andy Obringer, Venues Manager
Patrick McDonough, Operations Coordinator
Chris DeVoll, Facilities Management Supervisor
Tamara Dipner, Senior Facility Planning Manager

CALL TO ORDER

CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS
FIRE BOARD OF APPEALS

MEETING MINUTES
MAY 13, 2022— 8:30 A.M.

Industry Represented:
Small Business
Citizen At-Large
Fire Suppression
Insurance
Architecture

Industry Represented:
Building

Industry Represented:
Large Business

Representing:
Colorado Springs Fire Department

Representing:
Colorado Springs Fire Department
Colorado Springs Fire Department
Colorado Springs Fire Department
Colorado Springs Fire Department
Colorado Springs Fire Department
Colorado Springs Fire Department
US Olympic Paralympic Committee
US Olympic Paralympic Committee
US Olympic Paralympic Committee
US Olympic Paralympic Committee

1. Board Chair Hewett called the meeting
conducted a roll call.

to order at 8:30 A.M. and promptly

ADMINISTRATIVE

1. Approval of Meeting Minutes

Board Member Ekornes motioned to approve the meeting minutes.
Board Member Olson seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

2. Contractor Licensing
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A. Fire Alarm Contractor A

i. Business Name: Colorado Electrical Systems, LLC
Applicant: Timothy Moore
RME: Timothy Moore

Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Board Member Ekornes motioned to approve the application.
Vice Chair Honn seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

ii. Business Name: Phillips Fire Design, LLC
Applicant: Richard Phillips
RME: Richard Phillips

Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Vice Chair Honn motioned to approve the application.
Board Member Olson seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

iii. Business Name: Signalogies, LLC
Applicant: Michael Watson
RME: Michael Watson

Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Board Member Olson motioned to approve the application.
Board Member Ekornes seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

B. Fire Suppression Contractor A

i. Business Name: Maxim Fire Systems, LLC
Applicant: William Cuevas
RME: William Cuevas

Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Vice Chair Honn motioned to approve the application.
Board Member Ekornes seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

ii. Business Name: Colorado Automatic Sprinkler Co., LLC
Applicant: Justin Koslowski
RME: Gerlando Miliziano
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Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Board Member Olson motioned to approve the application.
Board Member Ekornes seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

C. Fire Suppression Contractor B

i. Business Name: PYE — Barker Fire and Safety, LLC
Applicant: Keith Losey
RME: Keith Losey

Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Board Member Ekornes motioned to approve the application.
Board Member Olson seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

ii. Business Name: Mountain View Fire Safety, LLC
Applicant: Joshua Miller
RME: Joshua Miller

Deputy Fire Marshal Cooper stated applicant meets the requirements and
recommended approval.

Vice Chair Honn motioned to approve the application.
Board Member Ekornes seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

3. Appeal

A. Andy Obringer, Venues Manager, of United States Olympic Paralympic
Committee (USOPC), requests relief from International Fire Code, Section
1031.2, Reliability, at the premises, the Velodrome located at 210 South
Union Boulevard, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Andy Obringer of USOPC brought supplemental documents and requested they
be distributed to the Board Members.

The additional documents are:
• USOPC Title Page
• USOPC Team Introduction
• Velodrome: Cycling Training Center
• Velodrome: Athlete Safety
• Removable Barrier Implementation Plan
• Benefits of Proposed Plan
• International Fire Code, Section 1031.2, Reliability Verbiage
• Thank You

(All supplemental documents follow these minutes.)
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I USOPC Venues Manager, Andy Obringer introduced himself and the team of -USOPC staff
members present in the audience as USOPC Operations Coordinator, Mr. Patrick McDonough,
USOPC Facilities Operations Coordinator, Mr. Chris DeVoll, and USOPC Senior Facility
Planning Manager, Ms.Tamara Dipner.

Mr. Obringer explained that during a USOPC cycling event a maximum of 45 trained and vetted
USOPC staff, coaches, athletes, and community athletes are allowed inside the Velodrome. He
described the Velodrome as containing a concrete barrier around the perimeter of the track to
enclose the cyclist and reduce the risk of injury. He explained that there are four emergency
exits at the Velodrome and at each exit; a section of the concrete barrier was removed to
provide egress. However, he explained that if hit, the blunt edges created by the gaps in the
concrete pose a significant danger to cyclists.

Mr. Oblinger explained USOPC’s proposal to place clearly labeled, single action, 1’-9” X 4-6”
removable plexiglass barriers in each gap of the emergency exits during cycling events. Mr.
Obringer stated that USOPC staff will pertorm a safety meeting with all occupants of the facility
prior to all cycling events and that the barriers will be stored when not in use.

Mr. Oblinger stated that the plexiglass barriers would provide a continuous barrier around the
track benefiting athlete safety and allowing USOPC the opportunity to introduce other cycling
disciplines to the Velodrome.

Mr. Oblinger, on behalf of USOPC, respectfully requested relief from International Fire Code,
Section 1031.2, Reliability, and thanked the Board for their time.

DFM Cooper explained that CSFD Fire Inspector, Josh Murphy was the inspector assigned to
the Velodrome. However, due to a CSFD’s response to a fire reported in the area, Fire
Inspector Murphy was unable to attend. DFM Cooper stated he would be presenting on Fire
Inspector Murphy’s behalf. CSFD provided the following documents for the Board to review.

The additional documents are:
• Fire Board of Appeals Staff Summary Report
• Velodrome Floor Plan Layout
• CSFD Photographs of Velodrome
• USOPC Fire Board of Appeals Application
• USOPC Proposed Detail
• USOPC Emergency Procedures

(All supplemental documents follow these minutes.)

DFM Cooper stated that CSFD believes USOPC’s proposal of using removable plexiglass
barriers during cycling events to be reasonable. However, he explained that during a cycling
event, at-least two USOPC staff members must be dedicated exclusively to operating the
removable barriers.

Board Member Riggs asked what the posted occupant load is at the Velodrome.

DFM Cooper stated the posted occupant load of the Velodrome is 299 persons. He explained
that sprinkler systems are required for occupancies of 300 persons or more but due to the
inflated vinyl covering and lack of infrastructure to support sprinklers, the Velodrome was
granted a variance through the Building Department.
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Board Member Riggs asked if CSFD had any concerns on how USOPC staff members were
trained to remove the plexiglass barriers.

DFM Cooper responded that the single action removable barriers will be clearly labeled with
“Pull Up to Remove” instructions. CSFD will inspect the removable barriers after installation and
will request that this variance be revoked if the Velodrome is found to be non-compliant.

Board Member Riggs asked USOPC what the storage capabilities are for the removable
barriers when not in use.

Mr. Oblinger stated that USOPC has plenty of storage that can be dedicated to the removable
barriers.

Board Member Olson asked Mr. Oblinger for clarification about the posted occupant load of 299
and the occupant load of 45 during cycling events.

Mr. Oblinger responded that USOPC limits the occupant load to 45 during cycling events for
athlete safety.

DFM Cooper added that there are no bleachers or grandstands for spectators inside the
Velodrome.

Vice Chair Honn asked CSFD about the type of alarm system installed in the Velodrome.

DFM Cooper states that the Velodrome’s alarm system is a manual fire alarm system with pull
stations at the exits and occupant notification.

Board Member Olson asked USOPC staff what the weights of the removable barriers are.

USOPC staff member, Chris Devoll, responded that the plexiglass barriers weigh less than 20
lbs.

Chair Hewett explained that he observed a locked chain link fence surrounding the east exit and
asked USOPC staff about the ability to move through the locked gates during an emergency.

USOPC staff member, Patrick McDonough, described the chain link fence as locked swing
gates that all USOPC staff members have keys to.

Board Member Riggs requested an amendment to state that USOPC must designate a
permanent storage location with sufficient signage.

Vice Chair Honn motioned to approve the request for relief from International Fire Code,
Section 1031.2, Reliability, at the premises located at 210 South Union Boulevard,
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Board Member Ekornes seconds the motion.
The motion passes unanimously.

BUSINESS

1. City Council Review of Members Seeking Additional Term Update
Presenter: Deputy Fire Marshal Kris Cooper
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Deputy Fire Marshal stated that Chair Hewett and Vice Chair Honn were approved for an
additional term at the City Council meeting on April 26th 2022.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Fire YearlWildfire Outlook
Presenter: Ashley Whitworth, Program Administrator, Colorado Springs Fire Department

Ms. Whitworth introduced herself to the Board as CSFD’s Wildfire Mitigation Program
Administrator. She explained that fuel samples tested by CSFD have shown extremely
low moisture levels in the area and stated that Colorado has had an unprecedented
amount of red flag warning days, amounting to 19 this year.

Vice Chair Honn asked CSFD if there was a possibility of Colorado Springs progressing
into a burn ban.

DFM Cooper replied that there are several critical factors that CSFD assesses to
determine when burn restrictions or bans go into effect. He stated that due to the
exceptionally high fire danger, it is expected that CSFD will move into a burn ban
through summer.

DFM Cooper invited the Board Members to attend CSFD’s Town Hall series, Living with
Wildfire currently offered by CSFD at various locations around the community weekly.

Chair Hewett expressed his appreciation for the Fire Board of Appeals process and the
service of the Board Members.

ADJOURN

Board Member Riggs motioned to adjourn.
Board Member Ekornes seconded the motion.
The motion passes unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 09:12 A.M.

Respecifully submitted by,

Kris Cooper
Deputy Fire Marshal and Secretary to Fire Board of Appeals

KC/hcs
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Fire Board of Appeals Staff Summary Report
Agenda Item: Request for Variance to 1031.1 Reliability

Report Completed By: Joshua Murphy, Fire Inspector II, CSFD

Project History: None

Applicable Code(s): 1031.1 Reliability

Additional Considerations

Year Built/Remodeled: 1983 (Original Construction)
2014 (Remodel to add the tent over the Velodrome)

Occupancy Type: A4

Occupant Load: 299

Square Footage: 11 6653

Construction Type: Il-B

Sprinkled: No

Alarmed: Yes

Contractor Licensing Details:

Further Considerations:

Page 1 of 2



Fire Board of Appeals Staff Summary Report

Completed by
Date:

_________________

Signature:

_____________________

Date:________

CSFD Administrative Decision

i Lo RZ tQ

Brett T. LaceyeMal
Date:

________________

CSFD Recommendations for Resolution

Recommendation: Due to the limited attendance and lack of seating area to accommodate an
audience, the likely occupant load at any time would be considerably less than the occupant
load planning factor utilized when establishing the number of required exits. A single-movement

removable plexiglass barrier proposed for each of the 4 exits would be acceptable if A.) Make
the panels highly visible B.) two dedicated individuals, capable of removing the barriers, are
staged on each side of the track.

Attachments:

LI Photos

LI Floor Plan
LI Code References
Li Data Sheets
U Inspection/Plan Review Reports

LI Correspondence
LI Contractor Licensing Details

LI Timeline

Approved by
Signature:
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